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Virgil’s Aeneid (Books III & IV)

Book III was the end of Aeneas’ story about his journey to Carthage, which he was telling to Dido. Apollo tells Aeneas that he needs to travel back to the “Mother Land.” But doesn’t give him any direction to get there. After reading the first couple chapters I began to realize that the gods interfere with human life often and tell them what to do but rarely give them explicit details about how they are to accomplish their tasks. Eventually the Trojans reach Sicily and land near Mount Etna- a place inhabited by Cyclopes, who are horrible, gory, one-eyed monsters that eat men. Luckily they escape after spending only one night. Then they reach Drepanum. Now they are very close to their destination. But then something terrible happens: Anchises dies. Aeneas is heartbroken. Basically this is where Book I began, right after this Juno sends a storm and they end up in Carthage, The Aeneid is now full circle so what it left than explore the relationship of Dido and Aeneas. 

Book IV is about Aeneas short “marriage” to Dido. Anna encourages Dido to fall in love with Aeneas, Juno and Venus work together to get Dido and Aeneas together and they spend time together in their “marriage” and forget about Aeneas’ fate. Finally, Jupiter gets angry with Aeneas for spending so much time in Carthage and avoiding his destiny. He sends Mercury, the messenger of the gods, with a message for Aeneas to get going. Aeneas doesn’t know how to break it to Dido. Dido eventually finds out, pleads with Aeneas to not go, but Aeneas knows his fate and has to leave. Dido builds a funeral pyre, decorates it with garlands, and drapes it with Aeneas' armor and sword. All night she tosses and turns with grief, regret, and guilt. At dawn, she looks out her window and discovers that the Trojans have already left, she curses Aeneas and falls on his sword and dies. 

